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Children’s Aid and Family Services’ experience during 2020 was no different. Our staff rose up to meet the unique 
challenges presented by the pandemic. Every program was rapidly transformed to meet the needs of those we 
serve. People with intellectual and developmental disabilities living in our community residences were especially 
vulnerable to the effects of the pandemic and required the help of staff who work closely with them. Our Direct 
Support Professionals were truly on the front lines, taking every precaution to keep everyone healthy and safe, as 
well as communicate with and reassure the residents’ families, who were unable to visit in person. Although the 
STRIVE Day program was physically closed for much of the year, its staff continued to work from the community 
residences. They developed creative activities and educational online content — including impressively produced 
videos — to keep the residents engaged and active. The bonds with staff and the enriching activities were crucial 
to the residents continued development.

The Center for Alcohol and Drug Resources pivoted quickly to continue serving the community, launching an 
online presence for children, families and adults as well as creating a 24/7 hotline to provide addiction support. 
The pandemic had a devastating effect on individuals with opioid use disorders. With hospitals closed to all but 
essential healthcare personnel, the Recovery Specialists, who work with individuals who suffer from the disease of 
addiction, stayed in close touch via phone, email and social media. They served as guides and mentors, helping 
clients on their journey to recovery.

Our therapeutic work with children continued throughout the pandemic. Clinicians, IT staff and leadership  
worked quickly to provide telehealth clinical services. Mentoring of young adults aging out of foster care never 
missed a beat. The mentors were always available and constantly engaged, supporting the difficult transition  
to independence.

The year further revealed what we’ve long known: we have wonderfully dedicated supporters! We asked for help 
throughout the year and you answered the call, whether it was donating diapers, arranging a meal delivery to one 
of our community residences or attending our first-ever virtual wine tasting. Your desire to help was an enormous 
bright spot and lifted the spirits of our staff as well as helped those we serve.

It is because of you, our donors and volunteers, that Children’s Aid and Family Services maintains its commitment 
to serving the community, no matter what the challenge. Thank you for all you do.

C. Tyler Mathisen	 Bob Jones, Ph.D.   
Chair, Board of Trustees	 President and CEO

The year 2020 tested all of us in ways large and small; we had to adapt quickly 
to an ever-changing environment. Virtual learning, Zoom meetings and social 
distancing were terms that most of us weren’t familiar with in 2019, yet within 
a few months of 2020, they became part of our everyday vocabulary. By year’s 
end we can say we not only endured, we found our strength and resilience, 
and made the best of the challenges we faced. 

LETTER FROM THE 

BOARD CHAIR  
AND CEO



WHAT WE ACCOMPLISHED  
TOGETHER
IN 2020
Children’s Aid and Family Services faced many challenges in 2020, but with the combined efforts of our staff, 
Board of Trustees, volunteers, families and, of course, our supporters, we were able to quickly adapt and  
continue meeting the needs of those we serve. 

Because of everyone’s efforts, we continued to help some of the most vulnerable children, adults and 
families in our community.

99%
success rate of our  

WISE Families program,  
which diverts children from the 
juvenile justice system, works to 
prevent placement of children 

into foster or residential care, and 
promotes family well-being. 

100%
of the young people that graduated 
our Mobility Mentoring program 

are living independently in their 
own apartments, a sharp contrast 

to the 84% of participants that 
experienced housing instability 
when they started the program.

300,000
diapers were distributed through 

our Baby Basics program to  
low-income families in Bergen, 

Essex and Passaic Counties,  
helping keep their babies  

healthy and dry.

The EPIC (Empower Peers Inspire Change) peer leadership group received the 
Action Award from the Lindsey Meyer Teen Institute for promoting healthy lifestyle 
choices through an outstanding prevention program.EPIC

STRIVE Day program for individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities transitioned to a virtual program with engaging and enriching activities, 
serving as a lifeline to its members and their families.STRIVE
The agency launched In-Home Applied Behavioral Analysis for children with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities ages 3 – 21 to help manage behaviors. 
ABA therapists work with the children and their families in their homes to teach 
them skills to help improve behaviors.

YEAR 1
of teenagers aging out of foster care were helped by our recruitment team to 
establish lifelong connections and relationships they can rely on as they transition 
into adulthood.100%



times our Recovery Specialists responded when individuals overdosed from 
opioids. 588

Disability Support Services’ staff were provided virtual training and professional 
development from our Cope Institute for Professional Success.60
The Center for Alcohol and Drug Resources, in partnership with the Bergen 
County Prosecutor’s Office, launched a 24-hour hotline to access addiction 
services and support: 201-589-2976.YEAR 1
of parents in our Therapeutic Supervised Visitation program showed improved 
parenting skills.88%

Founded in 1899 with a focus on child protection and adoption, Children’s Aid and Family Services has placed 
more than 11,000 children with families. While helping children and families is still a core part of our mission,  
the agency has evolved and expanded to meet ever-changing social needs. In addition to adoption, our 
programs include:

WHAT WE DO
	 n �Community residences, specialized services and 

day programming for individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities.

	 n �Therapeutic foster care services provided by foster 
parents who receive specialized training to provide 
care in their homes to children and teens who have 
suffered from neglect, abuse and trauma. 

	 n �Professional mentoring, educational support and 
resources for young adults who “age out” of foster 
care at 18 years old. 

	 n �Free nutritional formula, diapers and other baby 
essentials for low-income families.

	 n �Outpatient counseling services to children and  
their families.

	 n �Community and school-based substance misuse 
prevention and education programs, and peer 
recovery support services.

2,000
children and teenagers  

participated in violence and 
substance misuse prevention 

programs offered virtually  
through schools.

90
children were helped to manage 

the grief, loss and trauma related to 
adoption and foster care through 

our pre- and post- 
adoption counseling.

85%
of the children in our therapeutic 

foster care program showed 
improvement in their school 
performance, and two of the 

children made honor roll.



MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Children’s Aid hosted its first-ever virtual 
fundraising event and thanks to our 
supporters, it was a smashing success! A 
Virtual Evening of Wine and Food featured 
internationally acclaimed wine educator Kevin 
Zraly. Guests watched the event from their 
homes, often gathering with small groups  
of friends, and learned about the world of wine. 
Most important, it raised funds for the children 
and families we serve in the community.

Our Mobility Mentoring program connects 
young people who have aged out of foster 
care with our professional mentor to help them 
achieve and maintain economic independence. 
Congratulations to the 12 young adults 
who moved into new apartments in 2020, 
and thanks to our generous supporters who 
donated the essentials needed to set up 
housekeeping. 

Happy graduates of the Strengthening 
Families program participate in role-
playing activities, discussions, learning 
games, and family projects as part of our 
nationally recognized evidence-based family 
strengthening program. Strengthening Families 
has been found to significantly improve 
parenting skills and family relationships, reduce 
problem behaviors, delinquency and alcohol 
and drug abuse in children, and improve social 
competencies and school performance.

Members of the STRIVE Day program have an 
opportunity to express themselves as well as 
showcase their talents in the Marion T. Jones 
Creative Arts Studio through arts and crafts, 
dance and music. These activities help to build 
fine motor skills, increase communication and 
enhance self-esteem.

The Baby Basics program was completely 
reworked to ensure the safety of staff, 
volunteers and clients during the shutdown 
due to the pandemic. Our families generally 
pick up the supplies at one of five distribution 
sites in Bergen County, all of which were 
closed during the shutdown.  In response, a 
drive-through distribution site was created at 
the agency’s Paramus location for families that 
were able to pick up their supplies, and some 
of our volunteers delivered supplies to families 
that had no transportation. During a time of 
crisis, when many programs had to either cease 
operations or reduce the amount of people 
they serve, Baby Basics served all of its 300 
existing clients and helped some new partners.

STRIVE member Jonathan enjoyed celebrating 
his birthday outdoors. 

Happy Halloween from some of our STRIVE 
members!

OUR MISSION �is to strengthen families and empower individuals – children and adults 
alike – to reach their fullest potential.



For the 12 months ended December 31, 2020.FINANCIAL REPORT

Revenues

Government   $22,314,426

Annual and Endowment Gifts   $1,618,570 

Program Fees   $799,544 

Gifts in Kind   $394,432 

Investment and Miscellaneous Income   $257,463 

Total Revenues   $25,384,435 

2020 Excludes Unrealized Gain on Investments of $484,279 and Unrealized Gain on SWAP of $1,490

1.55%

87.91%

6.38%

1.01%

3.15%

Expenses

Services for Developmentally Disabled   $14,622,827 

Support Services   $2,594,521 

Addiction Prevention   $2,168,985 

Community and Clinical Services   $1,856,341 

Adoption and Foster Care Services   $1,809,422 

Fundraising   $541,027 

Total Expenses   $23,593,123 

61.98%

7.87%

9.19%

11.00%

7.67%

2.29%
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Children’s Aid and Family Services would like to thank the following 
donors who gave from January 1 – December 31, 2020.  

We also gratefully acknowledge those donors that wish to 
remain anonymous. Thank you for being a part of our 

community of caring!
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THE 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
The Leadership Circle is a group of donors that have made  
significant personal commitments to Children’s Aid and Family  
Services and its mission to vulnerable children and families. Their  
exemplary annual gift commitment of $10,000 or more is instrumental in 
providing the resources necessary to make the difference between programs 
of average quality and those that are truly outstanding. The Leadership Giving 
Circle was created to: recognize exceptional gifts; engage new leadership; and 
strengthen relationships and partnerships with our donors. 
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Jo Ann H. Jennings
Anita and Richard Jones
Elaine Kaiser
Karen and Marvin Katzman

Maxine and Don Kaufman
Kathryn Kazmierczak
Joyce Kelton
Jane Kirkwood
Magdalena Kolodueyuvic
Dian and Joseph Korade
Mary Ann and Richard Kwiatkowski
John E. La Padula
Jes Landau
Barbara A. Langan
Candace Latham
Virginia and Thomas Leahy
Nancy and Harvey Leeds
Lauren N. Leiken
Anne and Stew Levy
Louise and Tom Lewis (15)
Mr. and Mrs. S. Liebowitz (14)
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest H. Linnemann
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lynam
Nancy Maciag
Jillian Joan Madden
Marsha and James Magliacane
Joan and Frank Manzella
Carol and Fred Marchini
Elizabeth and John Mardirosian
Lynda Marmion
Evelyn Marose
Anne McCarthy (15)
Sara and Robert McClanahan (24)
Kathryn and Derek McGrath (11)
Mary-Louise Meyer
Linda Minette
Allison A. Miske-Sandler
Jessica Morsch
Maryjane and Martin Moynihan (15)
Maria Munoz
Dale J. Muto
Dorothy and Nick Nicoletti (15)
Kathleen O’Brien
Jean and Doug Ohlendorf  
	 and Family
One Body Matrix
Dotti and Richard Oswald (26)
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$50,000.00 + 
Rodman Media Corp

$20,000.00 + 
Bombas

$10,000.00 +
Department of Health and  
	 Human Services

 GIFTS  

IN KIND

Mr. and Mrs. John Peragine
Cindy and Jim Perrotta
Kara and Matthew Perry
Pfizer, Inc.
Richard Potter
Elizabeth and Frederick Pracht (25)
PSEG (14)
Angela and Justin Roberts
Marion Rosenbaum
Penny Roth
Stephen D Rourke
The Salvatore Family (19)
Jeremy Schaffer
Deborah and Karl Scheible
Marieanne and Karl Schroeder (25)
Lois and Marty Sechehay (26)
Linda and Frank Sepulveres
Kathe Serbin
Robin Shepard
Donna L. Skurka
Phyllis S. Sohn (26)
Leah Ann Spinelli
Joan and John Stanton
Jane and Richard Steinkopf
Barbara J. Steuert (18)
Pamela and George Swede (24)
TD Bank
Teradata
Karen M. Tintle
Rosalba Torre
Maria Trachtenberg
Catherine Tutrone (20)
Daniel and Waltraud Unger
UPS
Lisa VanAuken
Elizabeth and Valentino Vella
VMWare Foundation
Linda Vogel
Barbara Waibel
Joyce and Michael Wallstein
Dawn and Charles Walter
Anne and Jack Warner (23)
Linda Wood

$5,000.00 + 
Bradford Renaissance Portraits
Ridge School
West Side Nursery School
Willard Elementary School

$2,500.00 + 
BASF Corporation
Bergen Volunteer Center
bergenPAC
Flames of Giving
Steven L. Goldfarb
New Bridge Medical Center

Parties and Papers
St. George Orthodox Church
St. John The Evangelist RC Church
Winsten Financial Services

$1,000.00 + 
Anonymous (1)
Arthur Groom & Co.
catchy.cafe
Charissa H. Yong Photography
Finding The Fabulous
Laura Hasbrouck
Lauren and Stuart

National Diaper Bank Network
Nuance Communications
Riebesell Chiropractic
St. Joseph’s Church Care Corner
Tomorrows Children’s Fund
Topcon Medical Systems
Torey J. Sabatini Elementary  
	 School
UJA Federation of Northern NJ
W.B. Mason
West Side Presbyterian Church



$500.00 + 
Megan Callea
Crystal Springs Resort
Steven Del Greco
Leda and James Delia
Linda and Marty Drag
Francesca Brick Oven Pizza  
	 and Pasta
Marne Gabay
Glen Rock High School  
	 Cheerleaders
Good Kid LLC
The Hermitage
Robin Huisking
Keke and Marie McClendon
NJ Devils
One Simple Wish
Bill and Wendy Paquin
Paramus Cub Scout Pack 245
Karen and Tony Russo
St. Andrew’s Church – Westwood
Together We Rise
Total Wine & More
Upper Saddle River Girl Scouts
Upper Saddle River Woman’s Club
Carol and Frederick Villanova

$250.00 + 
Anonymous (1)
Alex By Design
All Saints Episocpal Church
Arbonne
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Barbuto
Bergen Doula
BJ’s Wholesale Club
Crystal Services Inc.
CVS Minute Clinic
Sandra Figueroa
Girl Scout Troop 50082
Hawthorne DV Response Team
Hawthorne Rotary
Hershey’s Ice Cream
HoHoKus Women’s Auxiliary
Julie Vos
New York Yankees
OddJobBobNJ, LLC
Paramus Community Pantry
Rivervale Country Club
Lori Roselli
Amanda Sagarwala
Shake Shack
Kevin Sheehy
Terlato Wines
The Valley School
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Jaguar LandRover North America
Juan Prieto Wines
Eric Junkers
Susan Kalman
Julie and Adam Kauffman
Kings Super Markets
Lucy Lachnicht
Kate Leahy
Mangiamo’s Pizza
Tisha Mender
Minutella Family
Ramona Mirelea
Sheerlee Mischel
Kathleen and James Morris
Kathy and Ken Morris
Lisa R. Napolitano
David Njuguna
Nuts.com / Kopper’s Chocolate 
Holiday Toy Drive
Cheryl O’Hara
Gina Petrella
Phi Theta Kappa – Bergen 
Community College
James Philippi
Laura Pritchard
Tom Pruiett
Linda and Theodore Quesada
Jennifer Quinn
Paul Ramos
Ridgewood Fire Department
Ridgewood Firefighters FMBA  
	 Local 47
Bernadine Robbins
Kathryn Rome
Justine Santaniello
Beth and Bart Sciaino
Jason Scotto D’Aniello
Melanina and Guiseppe Scotto  
	 D’Aniello
Ellie Shaumberger
Andrea Shelley
South+Pine
Stankus Family
Caryn Starr-Gates
Stew Leonard’s Wine & Spirits
Adrienne Tenbekjian
Julie Vovchenko
Marian Westner
Sandra Wolf
Mike Woulfe
The Yammarino Family
Elena Zacharia

Snuggles for Kids
Anne and Anthony Szabo
TD Bank, N.A.
The Melting Pot
The River Palm Terrace
Todd Ouida Children’s  
	 Foundation
Top of the Rock
Emma Trillana, RN
Turtle Back Zoo
Unilever
Valley Home Care, Inc.
Mauro Visenti
Wine Services International

$1.00 +
Janice Ade
Corinne Allard
Christopher Androski
Angeloni’s
Kenneth J. Arakelian
ARAYA Rebirth
Caroline and John Barr
Lauren Barra
Tina Basa
Xialter Bender
Bergen County Players
Bici Restaurant
Boy Scout Troop 138 Paramus
Angela Brandon
Kathleen and David Braslow
Vanessa Burke
Caitlin Burns
Mary Rose Coller
Meg Conaton
Janet Cook
Jennifer Corley
Nancy V. Coven
Mary Ann Cutrupi
Dana Devinko-Erlich
Kristen Diaz
Mollie Dillion
Frances Eaton
Eduardo Echegorri
Eiesle’s Nursery and Garden Center
Sheryl Escalon
Robert Ferioli
Coree Ferrero
Heriberto Garcia
Roseann Gordon
Grand Lux Cafe
Meredith Haley
Maria Hinrichsen
Margaret Hopkins
Jessica Hurley

Joanne Venino
Diane Coleman and  
	 David Verhoff
WineO Club
LeeAnn and Tim Woodward

$100.00 + 
Alstede Farms LLC
AMC Theatres
Ria Azzollini
Backyard Living
Rima Bandeli
Carol and Richard Baum
Rosella Beatrice
Lisa Berkowitz
Catherine Binder
Bari and Didier Bloch
Sean Brennan
Kristen and Jimmy Briceno
Kyle Brown
James Burns IV
Carnegie Hall
Chewy.com
Joseph Cirello
Creations by Fran Flowers & More
Carole and Gerard De Roberto
Jasmine DeSimone
Cheryl Druce
Elmwood Park Memorial  
	 Middle School
Michael Feng
Girl Scout Troop #97398
Glamour, Too
Glass House Tavern
Erica and Bill Goodman
Renate Gordon
Haggerty Dog Training
Hand And Stone Massage  
	 and Facial Spa
Handwritten Wines
Kalonji Harris
Valera Hascup
Hilights Salon
Emily Howell
Arlene Joseph
Kinnelon Dermatology
Barbara Klein
Mae and John Mahonchak
Mandarin Oriental
Jonathan Maschio
Alexis Moore
Olive R Twist Oil Olive Company
Panera Bread
Saddle River Inn
Sara Silb



*Denotes Deceased

Please note: A number in parentheses 
following donor’s name denotes those 
who have donated 10 or more years and 
are members of the President’s Giving 
Circle.

If your name is not listed or misspelled, 
we apologize for the oversight. Please 
contact our office at 201.261.2800 so we 
can correct the error.

For a complete list of annual gifts, please 
visit www.cafsnj.org.
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All the victims of the Coronavirus
Frieda Aboyoun
Matthew Aschoff
Russell S. Asnes
Danny Bloch
Shea Campbell
Franklyn Pharmacy
Patrick Hall
Cecily and Brian Healy
Linda Huff
Donna Kennedy
Bobbie Kristinik
Mary Krugman
Dr. D. Levesque
Darren Lucas
Lennie Macarthur
Magic Cleaning Concepts
Martin Franzoi Electrical
Christopher Mehler
Tisha Mender

Aaron Balasny
George Campbell
Raymond Cappock
Betsy Chamberlin
Robert B. Cook
Martha C. Corea
Virginia Cumby
Philip Grappo
Judy Grunwalt
Natalie Hamilton

Dominick V. Meo
Benita Miller
Max Morsch
NJ Family Services
Stephanie Pasternak
Julia Phelps
D. Powell
Professional Cut
Marie Puso
Sheila Riccardi
Dilan Sharma
Erik D. Sorenson
STRIVE Staff
Theresa Thompson
Kim E. Tyner
Tim and Wendy Walker
Michael Wasserman
The Wasserman Family
Pat Weibust
Catalina Zikos

IN HONOR OF IN MEMORY OF

If you wish to make a bequest, please ask  
your attorney to consider the following suggested language:

I give and bequeath to Children’s Aid and Family Services, Inc.,  
of Paramus, New Jersey ____ percent; or the sum of _________  

from my estate; or all the rest, residue, or remainder of my estate.

This bequest is designed for the Endowment Fund, to be used by 
Children’s Aid and Family Services wherever the need is greatest.

Anonymous (5)
Dr. Ozell K. Beatty
Barbara Abney Bolger
Barbara G. and Bruce M. Brady
Sarina Monast and  
	 Kenneth Bronfin
Lolly and Thomas R.S.* Burgin
Anne Goheen Crane
Tracey Dedrick
Douglas H. Dittrick
Stuart Goldsmith
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Greek
Nancy G. Honsinger
Dr. Robert W. Honsinger
Norma and Paul Hunter
Ellen and Michael Jacobs
Marion* and Robert B. Jones
Janet Kireker

Gys B. Kooy
Maribeth and Tom Lane
Judi and Al Lilley
Elizabeth and David Mason
Audrey I. Newman
Brigid and Kevin O’Brien
Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Reynen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Schubert
Rose Marie and Rod Schutt
Jessie Sklar
Bruce Slater
Marjorie and Robert G. Sommer
Ann and Henrik Tvedt, Jr.
Jonelle and Ronald M.  
	 von Autenried
Dr. William M. Willis, Jr.
Wayne A. Yankus, M.D.

SECOND

CENTURY CIRCLE
Membership in the Second Century Circle is for all agency  
friends who have made a planned gift to benefit Children’s Aid  
and Family Services in perpetuity. 

200 ROBIN ROAD
PARAMUS, NJ 07652

CAFSNJ.ORG

Kevin Houlis
Josephine Huisking
Marion Jones
Rita Kahwaty
Els Kooy
Joseph Mirabile
Eric Nagy
Ryan Plateroti
Rose Marie C. Schutt
Paul Wiener
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